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Agenda for 2020 Peacham Library Annual Meeting  

1. Call to Order – Gillian Sewake, President  

2. Approve minutes from the 2019 Peacham Library Annual Meeting – Gillian Sewake, President 

3. Trustee’s Report - Gillian Sewake, President 

4. Treasurer’s Report – Erin Lane, Treasurer  

5. Library Director’s Report – Susan Smolinsky, Library Director  

6. Friends of Peacham Library Report – Kathleen Monroe, Committee Chair  

7. Election of Trustees, Officers and positions – Jenny Mackenzie, Nominating Committee Chair 

8. Other Business  

9. Adjournment 
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Peacham Library 2019 Annual Meeting Minutes (Unapproved)  

July 8, 2019 
 
Board Members in attendance:  Gillian Sewake, Erin Lane, Jenny Mackenzie, Dave Edwards, Hanna Galinat, Alfred Dedam, Susan 
Smolinsky 

Board Members in absentia:  Craig Harrison, Cecilia Garvin, Ryan Muller 

Total number of people in attendance: 17 

1. Call to Order – Gillian Sewake, President  

  — Board president Gillian Sewake declared a quorum and called the meeting to order at 6:10  p.m. 

2. Approve minutes from the 2018 Peacham Library Annual Meeting 

— Draft minutes of the July 9, 2018 annual meeting were approved as written. 

3. Trustee Report - Gillian Sewake, President 

— Board president Gillian Sewake gave an annual update, including the following highlights: 

- Busy and fast-paced year with a lot of activity. 
- The new director of the library, Susan Smolinsky, has settled in and is doing a fabulous job. 
- The library will be focusing on human and financial sustainability in the coming years. 
- All board meetings are open to the public!  1st Mondays at 7p.m. 

4. Treasurer’s Report – Erin Lane, Treasurer  

— Board treasurer Erin Lane presented an annual update, including the following highlights: 

- Buttoned up all lingering renovation business; no more loans to pay off. 
- The library  got a grant this year from the VT Humanities Council, so we have carry over money into next year. 
- The investment policy has been revised.  We now have less in bonds, more in market growth.  To accomplish this, the 

library has switched financial advisors. 
- The financial committee will focus on the auditor’s suggestions in the coming year. 

— The board president and members of the financial committee publicly thanked Erin for her gracious hard work on library 
finances this year. 

5. Library Director’s Report – Susan Smolinsky, Library Director  

— Library Director Susan Smolinsky shared an overview of the year at the library.  Some highlights have included the following: 

- Susan reports that this has been an exciting move for her, both professionally and personally; she is inspired by this 
community and its enthusiasm for the library. 

- Story hour has moved to the Farmers’ Market!  This type of crossover community activities has reinvigorated 
long-standing activities. 

- Peacham Library continues to have one of the most active libraries per capita in the state.  However, it is only #45 in the 
state in terms of the percentage of the contribution of the Town Appropriation towards the annual income. 

- Susan will be continuing to look for ways to make the library meaningful and valuable in the 21st century lives of 
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Peacham residents.  She welcomes ideas and suggestions. 

6. Presentation of the Friends of Peacham Library – Morris McCain, Committee Treasurer 

— Committee treasurer of the Friends of Peacham Library, Morris McCain, provided an overview of the committee’s annual 
fundraising activities. A generous donor, Drusilla Powden, made an extraordinary gift to the library.  Half of that amount has been 
reserved to give to the library next year.  All monies from FOPL help cover books and program material costs for the library. 
McCain presented a check from the Friends in the amount of $7,750 to the library. 

7. Election of Trustees, Officers and positions – Jenny Mackenzie, Nominating Committee Chair 

— Jenny presented the slate of board members: 

- Term of three years: Jenny MacKenzie, Gillian Sewake, Dave Edwards 
- Term of one year: Ellen Bartlett 
- Term of two years: Johanna Branson 
- Jenny makes a motion to elect. Erin seconds. Unanimous approval 

—Jenny opened the floor for nominations for the role of auditor, for the term of one year.  No nominations were made. 

- Jenny made a motion to request that the board be given the authority to vote to accept an auditor. Morris moves, Dave 
seconds, unanimous approval. 

— The committee nominates the board member of the nominating committee to serve for three years: Jenny Mackenzie. Dave 
moves, Gillian seconds. Unanimous approval. 

— The committee nominates the slate of officers: 

- President: Gillian Sewake, Vice President: Hanna Galinat, Treasurer: Erin Lane, Secretary: Jenny Mackenzie 
- Jenny moves, Ellen seconds. Unanimous approval 

8. Other Business  

— The board president, Gillian Sewake, promoted the July 12 fundraising event/benefit dinner, wood-fired pizza and ice cream 
(5:30 p.m) followed by  a Zookeepers concert (7p.m.) on Friday, July 12.  Childcare in the library starting at 6:45p.m. for 
concert-goers with a family movie, “How to Train Your Dragon:  The Hidden World”, PJs encouraged.  Please register in advance. 
All events on the evening will collect money through donation. 

— Treasurer Erin Lane promoted the Summer Series, for which the library obtained a grant.  The Peacham Landings project will 
be coordinated by a hired professional artist, Jean Pitman.  Come to one of four evenings in August to share your stories about 
how you landed in Peacham!  Come and listen, too.  (August 1, 8, 22, and 29 at 7pm.)  Stories will be collected and assembled.   

9. Adjournment 

– The meeting was adjourned at 6:48 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jenny Land Mackenzie, Secretary 
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Library Trustee’s Report 

Dear friends and neighbors, 

To say that this has been an extraordinary year for the library, and for the world, would be the understatement of the 
century. You might think that this would mean that the library’s approach to achieving our mission would have 
shifted—and indeed, day to day activities do look different from they did this time last year. However, our core 
purpose, to remain a central part of Peacham’s community life, still motivates each and every thing we do. 

This year we achieved astounding things, all through the support of our community.  

This past spring, the board of trustees advocated for the largest increase to our town appropriation in recent memory. 
This effort was prompted by a recognition that our past appropriation requests have remained well below those of 
other libraries around the state, and the need to address continued disparities in the efforts our staff give in service to 
the town of Peacham vs. the way they have been compensated. To the voters of Peacham, particularly those who spoke 
in support of the library at Town Meeting, we say again a deep and heartfelt THANK YOU for voting to approve our 
appropriation request of $26,000. This additional funding will truly make a difference in our library’s operations.  

Of course, almost immediately after this historic and generous vote to increase our appropriation, the coronavirus 
pandemic shut our doors. One of the library’s key assets is our central location in the village, and we dearly miss serving 
as a gathering place for all members of our community. Instead of serving you all in person, our staff has had to get 
creative. Our director will discuss this further in her report, but we were thrilled that she has been able to offer so much 
through online services, curb-side delivery,  and fun online and self-guided programs—including continuing coffee 
hour each Friday. Currently, we are discussing a process for safely opening our doors to the community once again. 

We have also spent much of the year working towards a new strategic plan to guide our efforts in the years to come. 
The first step of that process was to review and affirm our mission and vision. In May, the board of trustees voted to 
revise these to the following: 

Vision: The Peacham Library is central to the vibrant intellectual, educational, cultural, and social life of the 
community.  

Mission:  Our mission is to support and enrich the Peacham community. We seek to provide a wide range of 
library resources and serve as a hub for activities and programs that reflect the changing needs and interests of 
the whole community. 

With this complete, we reviewed community feedback and past community visioning documents, which we used to 
create a draft strategic plan, including four high-level strategic goals. The draft plan is available on our website at 
www.peachamlibrary.org/strategic-plan-2020-2023. We hope to adopt this plan in the next month or so, and we are 
seeking community feedback on the priorities and actions we have identified. 

At a policy level, other areas of work this year include: 

- Implementing our new investment policy. 
- Revisions to our community room space use-policy. 
- Ongoing discussions about how the library should address open meeting law, and ensure our activities are 

transparent and accountable to our community. 
- Revisions to our director’s annual evaluation procedure. 
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For the year ahead, the major areas of work will include finalizing and adopting our strategic plan, reviewing our 
policies, continued efforts to ensure the library’s sustainability for future generations, and of course, adapting to the 
realities of the pandemic. Through it all, we thank you for your support and commitment to our wonderful public 
library. 

Finally, we want to remind you that all meetings of the Peacham Library Board of Trustees are open to the 
public. Meetings are held on the first Monday of the month at 7 p.m. at the Library, and our next regularly-scheduled 
meeting is Monday, August 3rd, 2020, via Zoom. We will also be hosting a special meeting on Monday, July 20th via 
Zoom to review and finalize the library’s plans for reopening. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gillian Sewake, President 

Peacham Library Board of Trustees:  

President: Gillian Sewake 
Vice President: vacant position 
Secretary: Jenny MacKenzie 
Treasurer: Erin Lane 

Class of 2020: Alfred Dedam, Erin Lane, Ellen Bartlett  

Class of 2021: Johanna Branson, Craig Harrison (town-appointed trustee), vacant position 

Class of 2022: Jenny MacKenzie, Gillian Sewake, Dave Edwards 

 

2020 Slate of Nominees 

Board members are elected for three-year terms, for a maximum of two terms.  

Nominating Committee – Jenny Mackenzie, Tom Galinat, Betsy McKay 

Trustees, nominated for a three-year term: Alfred Dedam, Erin Lane, Jane Woodhouse 

Trustee, nominated for a two-year term: Cathy Browne 

Officers, nominated for a one-year term: President: Gillian Sewake; Vice President: Erin Lane;  
Secretary: Jenny Mackenzie; Treasurer: Jane Woodhouse 

Member of the nominating committee, for a three-year term: Tom Galinat 

Auditor, for a one-year term: Guy Lawrence 
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Financial Reports  

Treasurer’s Report for FY 2019-2020  

Our year ended under budget; we are grateful for our Paycheck Protection Plan loan, which allowed us to continue 
paying employees despite a weak income stream. 

We are rolling over $810 from the Vermont Humanities Council grant for the Peacham Landings project. We received 
a year extension on the grant which will allow us to digitize the stories for an oral history file.  

We withdrew less than budgeted from our investments. Our financial goal is to sustain our investment growth, while 
allowing for yearly income to provide for our expenses. This year, we withdrew 1.8% of our investments. While we 
ended the year with growth, the mid-year balances were significantly lower than where we started the year which 
resulted in cautious transfers. In November of 2018 we updated our investment policy separating out an Endowment 
from a Reserve fund and allowing some flexibility when markets are low, as they were this year. 

The Endowment was created to provide perpetual financial support to the Peacham Library. Every effort will be made 
to draw income in a way which is sustainable to the principal for the long-term. The Reserve was created for similar 
purposes as the Endowment with very similar management, but to allow for more flexibility in spending. While the 
intent is to preserve the principal, the policy allows flexibility. Our budgeted transfers are based on a 16 quarter average 
balance and are designed to provide us with income while maintaining growth.  

This was the first full year in which our investments were being passively managed through Vanguard in a life strategy 
moderate growth share fund of 60% equity/40% bonds. The Finance Committee watched our investments more 
closely than normal this year due to market declines, but are overall pleased with the outcomes from Vanguard and this 
new strategy.  

Our audits are up to date. We appreciate fresh eyes on our finianicials with a new auditor. We have discussed the draft 
audit report and are already working to resolve his recommendations. The Finance Committee works to continually 
improve our processes. 

The increase to our town appropriation is reflected in the budget presented for the 2020 - 2021 fiscal year, particularly 
in three areas: 

- The first, and largest, change, will come in the form of staffing. We are finally able to increase our Library 
Director’s terms of employment from 19 hours/week to 22 hours, and to increase her hourly wage to an 
amount in line with the recommendations of the Vermont Library Association. We also made similar 
increases to the hourly wages of all library staff, based on a review of responsibilities and VLA 
recommendations. 

- We have more funds with which to support our programs than previous years. 
- We plan to purchase some much-needed upgrades to accounting and donor management software, which will 

further streamline internal processes. 

This year, we are hoping to welcome a new incoming Treasurer, Jane Woodhouse. I have committed to guiding a slow 
and detailed transition. I requested this arrangement, and to remain on as an officer, to allow time for discussion, 
learning, and duty transfer. There are a lot of details involved in the Treasurer’s work, but it has been a fantastic 
learning journey.  

When I accepted the position as Treasurer 3 years ago I imagined presenting fancy charts to interested folks sitting at a 
boardroom table. That never happened. The reality looked more like staying up until midnight working with our 
amazing bookkeeper to meet deadlines. I have learned a tremendous amount about non-profit tax forms, business 
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banking, investment strategy, labor laws, and payroll. My favorite part, by far, is working closely with a dedicated 
group of professionals who care deeply about our library. I look forward to continuing this hard work.  

Respectfully Submitted,  

Erin Lane, Treasurer  

Finance Committee: Dave Edwards, Ellen Bartlett, Susan Smolinsky 

 

Peacham Library Account Balances and Profit and Loss as of June 30, 2020  

 
  6/30/2019  6/30/2020 

Assets     
Checking  8,325  6,997 
Friends Checking  14,882  9,783 

Total Bank Balances  23,207                      16,780 
     
Endowment  350,000  364,232 
Reserve Fund  79,848  74,341 
Williams Fund  5,088  5,296 

Total Investments  434,936                       443,869 
     

Total Assets  458,144                460,649 
     

Liabilities     
Credit Card  100  105 
Tax withholding  1,480  1,643 

Total Liabilities  1,580  1,748 
     

Equity  456,564          458,901 
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Peacham Library Budget 2020-2021  

 

Category 
 

2018-2019 
Actual 

2019-2020 
Budget  

2019-2020 
Actual 

2020-2021 
Budget 

Approved 
INCOME  $59,384    $60,925   $57,040     $73,993 

Copies  379  400  240  375 
PPP Loan (Covid)      6,696   
Designated Funds  710  1,000  921  820 
  Adoptions  560  600  571  520 
  Memorials  150  400  350  300 
Donations    12,820  13,150  17,269  15,628 
  Appeal  10,150  10,500  12,775  12,000 
  Coffee Hour  568  450                  376  520 
  Gallery  0  200  106  100 
  ILL  390  250  283  325 
  Programs  205  500  67  250 
  Space Use Fees  605  750  840  1,000 
  Other Donations  902  500  2,822  1,433 
Fundraising Income    2,460  2,500  2,893  2,500 
Grants    2,200    75  1,010 
Sales    1,311  1,450  1,195  1,200 
Town Appropriation    12,000  12,000  12,000  26,000 
Transfers    27,500  30,425  15,750  26,460 
  Friends  4,500  7,700  7,750  5,700 
  From Investments  23,000       
  From Endowment    17,500    17,000 
  From Reserve    5,225  8,000  3,760 
  Other                     150 

EXPENSES  $56,810  $60,925   $58,736  $73,993 
Fundraising Expenses  761  850  1,025  850 
  Annual Appeals   612  400  40  300 
  Concert-Coffee House  4  200  192  200 
  Events and other  145  250                 793  350 
Management    48,417  50,325  48,399  61,233 
  Admin Expense  821  700  1,095  2,525 
  Audit  75  75    75 
  Contracted Snow & Lawn  1,735  700     
  Tax Prep  1,000  500     
  Copier  128  400  377  400 
  Insurance  3,173  3,152  3,419  3,408 
  D&O  652  652               658  658 
  Fire, etc  2,014  1,993  2,249  2,243 
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  Workers' Comp  507  507  512  507 
  Maintenance  1,734  3,000  1,243  3,000 
  Payroll  31,478  33,556  33,730  43,031 
  Assistant Librarian  7,950  7,383  5,656  7,735 
  Bookkeeper  1,247  1,446  1,682  1,664 
  Custodian  488  1,178                 704  1,237 
  Librarian  16,723  20,482  18,356  28,600 
  Saturday Asst.  1,206  1,326  1,329  1,463 
  Snow removal      127  504 
  Wednesday Librarian    1,741  2,037  1,828 
  Withholding  3,441    3,839   
  Taxes-Library Share  2,408  2,497  2,580  3,297 
  Professional Fees/Dev't  414  400                  45  300 
  Utilities  5,074  5,345  5,910  5,198 
  Dump Fees  3  20    48 
  Electric  976  1,030  772  800 
  Heating Oil  2,204  2,170               3,126  2,200 
  Internet  647  650  647  650 
  Telephone  743  725  765  750 
  Water  500  750               600  750 
Services-Programs    7,632  9,750  9,312  11,910 
  Automation  670  750  1,579  750 
  Books  4,542  6,000  4,726  7,250 
  Computer Maintenance  185  700    500 
  Gallery Expenses  0  100    100 
  ILL Postage  967  700                  663  1,000 
  Programs  1,269  1,500  2,344  2,310 
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Library Director’s Report 

We have had a remarkable year - a year that has resembled a roller coaster ride.  

By far the highlight of the year was the vote at Town Meeting to increase the appropriation to the library. We are all so 
grateful for your appreciation and support. Your vote was a stamp of approval for everything that we do for our 
community.  

Last year we had nearly 9,000 visits to the library. That is as if everyone who lives in Peacham came to the library once 
each month. This year I believe we would have been close to that number again, if we hadn’t had to close because of 
the COVID-19 situation. 

Last summer, I had so much fun taking the library outside and being a part of the Farmer’s Market with Story Time 
and crafts. We traveled to outer space through books and our imaginations. On our first Saturday Story Hour in the 
fall, we hosted “Drag Queen Story Hour” with 65 children of all ages attending. As fall began, we kept the spirit of the 
Farmer’s Market community-time going, by starting a monthly Sunday evening “Soup & Stories” get-together for 
families.  

Throughout last fall and winter we offered a wide variety of programs for adults: 
Peacham Landings 
WOOF: What’s the Dog Saying? 
Green Burials 
‘Ride the Future’ book talk with author Dave 
Leffler 

End of Life Options 
Kingdom Mountain Dulcimers 
Scotland with Tim McKay 
Nordic Skiing with Robert Van Vranken 

Our regular programs also continued through the fall and winter: 
Knitters and Puzzlers 
Tai Chi 
Readers’ Delight 
Tuesday Movie Matinee 

Family Movies 
Saturday Story Time 
Winter Coffeehouse Concerts 

Our seasonal events were well attended: 
Fall Foliage Day 
Halloween 

Santa, Crafts & Latkes 
Take Your Child to the Library Day 

We partnered with other groups and events: 
Aging Well in Peacham (Fraud Alert program) 
Fall Fondo (Pies) 
PAMFest (Country Music preview) 

 

Winter Carnival (Friday presentation, Saturday Chili 
Lunch) 
Vermont Coverts (“Green Fire”, Aldo Leopold movie) 

Many community groups used the meeting room throughout the year: 
AWIP 
Select Board 
PFD #1 
Peacham Community Housing 
Cemetery Commission 
Peacham Energy Committee 

PAMFest Committee 
Peacham Corner Guild 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
Vermont Coverts 
Yoga class 

 

11 



 

Gallery shows displayed a variety of local talent: 
Concurrence: CCSU Art Reception 
Cecelia Kane: Thinking Like a Tree 

Susan McClellan: Farm to Table 
Nanine Beard: Inner Work 

The library closed its doors due to the pandemic on March 13, 2020 at noon. It was a decision made after reading 
emails and hearing the news, which indicated we would likely need to close in the near future. I decided it was in the 
best interest of our community that we closed sooner, rather than later. We continued to loan books to those who 
requested them, through curbside pick up. On March 24, when the governor announced his “Stay Home, Stay Safe” 
executive order, which asked non-essential businesses to close in-person service, we discontinued lending materials and 
had no one working in the library building. On the advice of the Town Health Officer, Dr. Josh, we decided not to 
install a Story Walk® at that time, because it was not essential and we did not want to create a nonessential reason to go 
out, or to possibly create a congregation space/contagion vector. 

We began to hold programs on Zoom starting with Friday Coffee Hour and Readers’ Delight. We  also began adding 
to our audiobook and eBook collections with titles available exclusively to Peacham patrons, with either shorter than 
usual waiting times or no waiting at all. We introduced Kanopy, a movie streaming service which patrons can use from 
home. Trustee Craig Harrison created a large sign advertising our free wi-fi service available outside the library. The 
town let us borrow one of their picnic tables to place on our lawn for seating. The trustees stained and finished three 
benches that the library had had in storage to add to the lawn seating, along with two donated adirondack chairs. A 
generous patron donated a subscription to the Caledonian Record which is available to read outside. We have pool 
noodles available to use as a handy way of measuring social distancing - pool noodle + outstretched arm = six feet! 

We introduced a "Bring Spring" project, sharing coloring sheets of birds that Jenny Roy and Cecelia Kane created. The 
plan was for people to color and post them in their windows as signs of the approaching spring. Jenny shared some of 
her art to create an "Inside Out" art gallery by filling our windows with colorful artwork for people to enjoy as they are 
out walking. Trustee Alfred Dedam installed a wonderful community blackboard as a place to share messages of good 
cheer. 

With the announcement of Addendum 11 to the Stay Home, Stay Safe order on April 24, libraries were specifically 
allowed to begin curbside service under certain conditions: completing VOSHA safety training, pre-screening checklist 
at the beginning of every shift, and signs on the doors stating safety precautions. We started taking requests by phone 
or email, and leaving the book bundles on the porch to await pick up. Barbara made deliveries as needed. 

In May, we placed our first StoryWalk® on the Firehouse Green and will change the story a number of times 
throughout the summer. We held more Zoom programs including “Internet Privacy Kit” with Jessamyn West, 
“Professor and the Madman” movie discussion, “Archiving the Present” with Karen Lewis of the PHA, “Covid 
Coping Conversations” with Judith Markey, and “Tick Awareness” with Rebecca Petelle from Vermont Department 
of Health.  

In May we were approved for and received a Payroll Protection Plan loan of $6,696.30. It has been used to cover 
payroll and utilities costs. We also applied for a Vermont COVID-19 Cultural Relief Grant which is a partnership 
between the Vermont Arts Council and Vermont Humanities to provide rapid-response funding to arts and 
humanities organizations facing financial hardship as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. We did not receive that 
grant. 

On Friday, May 29, Governor Scott announced that libraries may open as long as they do not exceed the current 
occupancy limits, and comply with safety and signage requirements, however curbside pickup remains the preferred 
method of operation. 
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As of July 8, 98 libraries responded to a survey which was sent out by the Department of Libraries asking about current 
level of services. Of those responding, 72% are closed completely or have staff only inside the building. 98% of Vermont 
libraries are providing curbside pick-up. 

Looking ahead, I have been working on a phased reopening plan, which the trustees will vote on at a special meeting on 
July 20. Any plan must balance the interests of safety for staff and patrons with the need to maintain the privacy rights 
of employees and community members, while providing services for the community. Right now we are providing 
curbside delivery of  materials and services, as well as offering delivery to those who need it. Don’t know what you’d 
like to read? We can offer to Zoom-browse the new book shelf or to take pictures of the inside-flap descriptions, so 
patrons can choose whichever titles appeal to them. We can also make reading selections for them. We are helping folks 
figure out our online services by talking them through the set up steps or troubleshooting on the phone or by email. 
We are offering Take-away Project Bags for kids each week, both at the library and at the summer meal site. The 
Peacham Historical Association has partnered with us to create the outdoor quest activity “Pandemics of Peacham’s 
Past”. We will continue to offer Zoom programming and encourage you to make suggestions for topics  and speakers. 

The Peacham community is a great example of the concept, “The whole is greater than the sum of its parts”. This 
certainly played out in Peacham’s response to the original “Stay Home, Stay Safe” order. It is also true here at the 
library where so many people come together (figuratively, these days) to make the library a crossroads of the 
community. Thank you to the trustees, who so generously share their time and talents to guide this institution into the 
future. Thanks to all our staff, Friends and volunteers for their important contributions. Last, but far from least, thank 
you to all the voters at Town Meeting who supported our appropriation request. This will assure the library’s 
continuing place as the center of the community. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Susan Smolinsky, Library Director 

Friends of Peacham Library Committee Report  

The Friends of Peacham Library (FOPL) is a group of 200+ community members. We fundraise for Peacham Library 
books and programs. The Friends sponsor four fundraisers. We conduct our Annual Appeal in July. In August, we sell 
sundaes at the Peacham Acoustic Music Festival (PAMFest). In December, we host the popular High Holiday Tea. In 
2019, we introduced a new event: Cinco de Mayo at the Red Barn Brewery.  

In 2019, Peacham resident Drusilla Powden made an extraordinary gift to Friends of Peacham Library for books. Her 
donation meant Friends of Peacham Library made a generous donation of $7, 750 at the July 2019 Annual Meeting of 
Peacham Library Directors. 

As a reminder, Friends of Peacham Library reaches out to those willing to donate time to the supportive efforts of 
Friends of Peacham Library. The Steering Committee meets about once per month. Our meetings are posted on the 
Library website and in the monthly newsletter. Everyone is welcome to attend! We are always seeking new members. 
Join us for another rewarding, supportive and fun year in service to Peacham Library. Contact any of the current 
Steering Committee members or the library if you wish to help in any way. 

Thank you,  

Kathleen Monroe, Committee Chair (633-3052) 

Steering Committee: Treasurer Morris McCain (592-3223), Cornelia Hasenfuss, Becky Jensen, Jim (Mini) Minichello, 
Wendy Stavseth, Brad Toney, Nancy Toney, Jenny MacKenzie   
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Gratitude and Acknowledgments 

A busy, small community library functions because of a dedicated team of employees and volunteers. The Library 
Board of Trustees wishes to thank everyone who has given their precious time, talent, and resources during the past 
year.  

Employees While these people are paid for their work, their contributions to the Library far exceed their 
compensation in terms of time, dedication, and quality of service.  

● Susan Smolinsky, Library Director  
● Barbara Hegenbart, Assistant Librarian  
● Kathleen Barber, Assistant Librarian  
● Jenny Roy, Saturday Assistant  
● Rebecca Washington, Bookkeeper 
● Joel Haselton, cleaning 
● Zeb Kane, snow removal 
● Terry Miller, Peacham Landings contracter  

Volunteers There are many more who aren’t on this list. We could not be open the number of hours we are, nor offer 
the services we do, without the collective efforts of ALL our volunteers.  

● Hilary Smith, Book Repair  
● Wynne Browne (and others!), Book sales  
● Stan Fickes, Becky & Larry Jensen, Technology Task Force  
● Beatrice DeRocco Ring, Karen Gallas, Cecilia Kane, Laura Fickes, Johanna Branson, Kathy Bradley, Joanna 

Bodenweber, Joan Churchill, Amy & Sarah Haselton, Wendy Stavseth, Jim Minichiello, Diana & Jerry 
Senturia, Coffee Hour Hosts  

● Julie Lang, Betsy McKay, Garden Maintenance  
● Kenneth Kraus, Flower Boxes 
● Ron and Peter Craig, Lawn Mowing  

Peacham Town Voters & Library Donors Thank you to everyone who voted to support our appropriation, who 
donated funds directly to the library or to the Friends committee, donated a book or materials, or who encouraged 
others to do so. Your contributions are an investment in our future, and we are so proud to reside in such a generous 
community. We strive to live up to your support every day! 
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Please join us for Peacham Library’s summer events!  

July 14, 7 PM: Meet the Democratic Candidates for Vermont House of Representatives 

Caledonia-Washington 1 District 

● Peter Griffin 
● Gwendolyn Hallsmith 
● Henry Pearl 
● Moderated by Tim McKay 

Each candidate will have a set amount of time to speak and then take questions from the zoom audience. Attendees' 
audio will be turned off, but questions can be submitted through the chat. 

This is a Zoom presentation. Register here: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAsduCvrTgqH9L302OFwziV7KWUXa-WmGsH  

July 23, 7 PM: Birds' Social Distance and Staying Home 

The woods are noisy with birds this time of year. It's just typical family ruckus. Charlie Browne talks about birds' 
territories, nests, and nestlings and fills you in on what those bird conversations might be about! Please join us! 

This is a Zoom presentation. Click here to join the meeting on July 23: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpd-GgrDsqGtARTl5s2Dt8RayhnlygtYjR 

Fridays, 10 am - 12 noon: Coffee Hour 

Join us for our traditional Coffee Hour in an untraditional way - via Zoom. Check to see how your neighbors are 
doing and share village news. 

This is a Zoom presentation. Click here to join on Friday mornings: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/558570463 

Third Thursdays, 7 pm: Readers’ Delight 

● July 16 - Overstory by Richard powers 
● August 21 - The Professor & the Madman by Simon Winchester 
● September 17 - Little Fires Everywhere - Celeste Ng 

This is a Zoom presentation. Click here to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86189580440 

Thursdays through August 6: Summer Reading Take-away Projects 

While we cannot gather at the library for the usual summer camps or storytimes at the farmer’s market, the summer 
can still be filled with plenty of books, art, activities and fun with our Take-away Projects! Every week from June 18 - 
August 6 we will prepare a take-away bag for each child, which will contain a project or challenge and sometimes a 
surprise. This program is open to children from Pre-K - Grade 6. Activities will require parental assistance and 
supervision for younger children. 

Everyone who signs up will be entered in a drawing each week, for a pint of Artesano Ice Cream! 

Pick up at the library. Sign up here: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScbPhrYyiiQAQXoAyzEkIOq07Ze2TQiLeDFdAkyCbdVmVqczA/viewform 

For additional information about these events and more, visit www.peachamlibrary.org, call 
592-3216, or visit www.facebook.com/peachamlibrary   
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Before you leave this evening, please consider...  

Special matching gift opportunity: We are thrilled to announce that an anonymous donor has committed 
a generous matching gift to encourage support for the library during this extraordinary time. In honor of our 
210th year, the donor will add $210 to the first 21 gifts at a level of $210 or above this fiscal year. We are 
blown away by this support that honors our longevity and service to the community during this challenging 
time. 

Other ways to help: 
• Making a tax-deductible donation (in any amount) to the Peacham Library… 
• Making a donation to the Friends of the Peacham Library to support books and programs... 
• Adopting a book or an author... 
• Providing us with your email address so we can send you reminders of upcoming events... 
• Becoming a coffee hour host(ess)... 
• Following us on Facebook at @PeachamLibrary... 
• Trying some of the library’s online services for the first time… 
• Attending a virtual program... 
• Learning more about the Library’s volunteer opportunities... 
• Joining the Friends of Peacham Library Committee… 
 

Peacham Library is a non-profit charitable organization. All contributions are tax deductible. 
 

Thank you for being here! 
 
Peacham Library, PO Box 253, Peacham VT 05862 | (802) 592-3216 peachamlibrary@gmail.com | 

www.peachamlibrary.org | www.facebook.com/peachamlibrary 

 

16 


