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PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE:  
THE LIBRARY IS YOUR COMMUNITY 

Peacham Library invites you to participate in our 
upcoming Community Forum, to be held later this 
spring – stay tuned for date and time! 

•  What is the purpose of a community forum?  
•  Why now?  
•  Who should participate?  
•  What will happen with the information we 

gather at the forum? 

Purpose: The Vermont Department of Libraries is 
helping the Peacham Library Board of Trustees 
consider a long-range strategic plan for the library, 
which will help to guide library operations for the 
next five years. In order to be most effective, we 
need the voice of the community of Peacham to be 
heard, so that the library can continue to serve all of 
the residents of Peacham in the best way possible. 

Timing: Our current strategic plan is in need of 
review. Libraries continually need to respond to the 
changes in their communities, including the ever-
changing face of technology and rapidly expanding 
access to information in our society. We need to 
know how our small and vibrant community library 
can best meet this challenge, while continuing to 
keep the foundation of service at the forefront. 

Participants: We hope to engage you and your 
neighbors in an open discussion about your ideas 
and dreams for the Peacham community at large 
and Peacham Library in particular. How does the 
library fit into the fabric of Peacham life? 
Everyone’s ideas are welcome, whether you are a 
frequent patron, occasional visitor, or a newcomer. 

What happens next: A small core committee will 
take your dreams and ideas and will create goals for 
the library Board of Trustees to include in its new 
five-year plan. Excellence is a “moving target”, and 
we hope to keep Peacham Library moving in the 
right direction! 



 

MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR 
As many of you know, I am a numbers person, 

always interested in statistics.  I have frequently 
regaled you with the number of library visitors 
(5300), items checked out (>6000), programs 
offered (nearly 160) and other trackable things.  
Well, it’s time for you to have a bit of fun with 
numbers.  I’ve provided a chart below showing the 
value of items you might borrow from the library 
and programs or services you might use.  Take a 
few minutes to fill in the blanks and do some math.  
A quick pass through the list resulted in a value of 
over $1000 for my family’s use.  That’s a pretty 
good return on my estimated $15 in taxes for the 
library appropriation. What does your return look 
like?  
 

Library Service How 
many / 
often 

Retail 
value 

Value of 
services 

Books Borrowed   x   $17.00 = 
Audio Books 
Borrowed 

  $10.00  

Magazines Borrowed / 
Read 

  $4.00  

Movies Borrowed   $4.00  
Interlibrary Loan 
Borrowed 

  $25.00  

eBooks Downloaded   $12.00  
Museum Passes 
Borrowed 

  $20.00  

       
Meeting Room Use 
per Hour 

  $10.00  

Programs Attended   $10.00  
       
Hours of Computer 
Use 

  $12.00  

Database Searches 
(one month) 

  $20.00  

Online Classes taken   $50.00  
Reference Questions 
Asked 

  $7.00  

Total Value      
 

OVERDUE ITEMS 
What do you call someone who has overdue library 

books?     Answer: A "Bookkeeper"!!! 

Peacham Library loves its books.  We love to 
check them out.  We love to have folks renew them.  
We love to have them come back. 

 

The Gilmore Gallery at Peacham Library 
has had a busy year. With new exhibits every 
two months, we've been proud to highlight 
local artists - both emerging and established, as 
well as community-based shows that support 
the educational efforts of Peacham residents. 
Each exhibit is accompanied by an artist 
reception – these have been warmly received, 
and generally well attended (often despite the 
sometimes apocalyptic Vermont weather).  

In 2012, the Gilmore Gallery featured 
photography from Cornelia Hasenfuss, Julie 
Lang and Bruce MacLean, paintings by David 
Smith, Robert van Vranken, Hertha Forrai, 
Susan MacLellan and Omri Parsons, ceramics 
by Harley Strader, textiles by Jane Woodhouse, 
and astrophotography by students and 
teachers at the Northern Skies Observatory. 

Currently on exhibit is a group show 
featuring the work of Harley Strader, Omri 
Parsons and Jane Woodhouse. It is entitled 
"Earth, Wind and Fiber." These three are all 
artists in residence in a special program at the 
Peacham School this year, so we are proud to 
be able to highlight these valuable civic-
minded artists and artisans. Coming up in 
April and May, the Gallery will host an exhibit 
of student artwork from the Peacham School. 
The plan is to have one piece from each 
student in the school, so expect a crowded 
gallery. 

We are always on the lookout for new 
artists to feature in the Gilmore Gallery, so 
Peacham area artists are encouraged to contact 
gallery manager Craig Harrison (473-9999 or 
craig@harrisoncreative.com) if they are 
interested in exhibiting. 

 

mailto:craig@harrisoncreative.com


 

FRIENDS OF PEACHAM LIBRARY 

The Friends of Peacham Library (FOPL) 
exist to help the Peacham Library in any way, 
but mainly to raise money for books and 
programs at the library. 

It has been a fun and rewarding year. We 
have stayed busy, but not too. And every 
endeavor has allowed us friends to experience 
wonderful social times, all while doing good 
for a great library. 

In addition to helping out with programs 
and events offered by Peacham Library year 
round, FOPL sponsors a few fundraisers: we 
host The Holiday Tea on the first weekend in 
December, join the town-wide April Flea 
Market, and every summer we orchestrate the 
annual appeal for donations and volunteers. 
We also sell refreshments at the popular and 
growing Peacham Acoustic Music Festival 
(PAMFest) in August and at our annual book 
sale during our Fall Foliage day in October. 

Currently, we plan to add to our Steering 
Committee and to increase our active 
membership. To that end we respectfully ask 
for volunteers to sit on the Steering Committee 
and for more volunteers to contact us with 
offers of time and energy. The Steering 
Committee meets about once per month for an 
hour or so, and active members volunteer at 
events. Join us, please, for another rewarding 
fun year in service to this great library. Contact 
any of the current Steering Committee 
members (below) or the library if you wish to 
join us in any capacity. 

We invite everyone to become a friend of 
Peacham Library.  Contact us today if you are 
interested in helping with any of our events.   

Thank you. 
Jim Minichiello – chair 
Morris McCain - treasurer 
Martha Ide 
Becky Lafferty 
Joanna Bodenweber 
Becky Jensen (Director) – ex officio 
 

USED BOOK SALE 

Looking for an inexpensive way to add 
high quality items to your personal library? Or, 
perhaps you’re looking for that helpful travel 
book to take with you on vacation or that 
special book that answers your gardening 
questions? Then the Peacham Library Used 
Book Sale is the place for you! The two 
downstairs rooms have shelves lined with 
books. You’ll find fiction and nonfiction, plus 
children’s books, audio and video cassette 
tapes, and picture puzzles. Wynne Browne, the 
Book Sale Coordinator, sorts and arranges the 
books by author, subject, large print, or best 
sellers so that it’s easy to browse the shelves. 
The book sale is open whenever the library is 
open and the prices range from $0.10 to $5.00 
with the bulk of the books costing $.50 for 
paperbacks and $1.00 for hardcovers.  Wynne 
happily accepts donations of clean, good 
quality books and films, but cannot accept 
textbooks, travel books that are older than 5 
years, or material that is dirty, damaged or 
marked up. Plan on stopping by the library to 
do some great bargain shopping, then come 
back again soon to see what new donations 
have been added. All proceeds from the book 
sale benefit the Peacham Library. 

 
LIBRARY FINANCES 

The Library’s annual budget is met through 
annual donations, grants, fundraisers, special 
programs, and town appropriation income. 
These sources cover the majority of the budget. 
The remaining amount required to balance the 
budget comes from the generously given 
Endowment Fund.   

We are pleased with the returns that our 
investments are providing to offset our 
operating budget.  Due to generous memorial 
donations and additions to the endowment, we 
did not have to use any of the principal last 
year to cover expenses.   We recognize that 
while we were able to maintain our funds, it is 
not sustainable for the long run.   By finding 
other sources of revenue and keeping our 



 

expenses low we will preserve this great asset 
as prudently as we can.  We are grateful for the 
contributions our community makes, both in 
the annual appeal and through very generous 
memorial gifts.  We continually try to balance 
the costs of the budget with the wonderful 
ideas and services we provide to the 
community. 

 

BIKING FOR BOOKS 

Peacham Library held its 2nd annual 
"Biking for Books" bike tour fundraiser during 
the height of fall foliage this past October. 
Despite the lack of cooperation from Mother 
Nature, the ride was a success and raised 
several hundred dollars for the purchase of 
new books.  

This year we added a 53 mile option in 
addition to the 10 and 28 mile routes, all of 
which begin and end at the library. We had 
riders from out of town and out of state, as 
well as Peachamites come to pedal our scenic 
back roads (and enjoy lots of home baked 
goodies, too!).  

If you're a hardcore cyclist, or just someone 
who enjoys a beautiful ride, we hope you'll join 
us next fall for our 3rd ride. Thanks to all those 
who participated and Passumpsic Savings 
Bank for sponsoring this event. 

 

STAFF CHANGES 

This year saw several more changes to our 
staffing.  Assistant Librarian David Lema 
returned to his “home” state of Washington to 
be closer to family in October.  In November 
Barbara Hegenbart joined our staff as the new 
Assistant Librarian.  Barbara brings over 15 
years of library experience to her job and fit in 
seamlessly.  We hired Jenny Roy as a second 
Saturday Assistant last April in time for her to 
get comfortable before our other assistant, Ayla 
Yersel, headed off to college at UVM in 
August. 

LIBRARY CALENDAR 
Annual Meeting – July 8th, 7pm 

Guest Speaker -- Harry Homeyer “How to Eat 
from the Garden All Year” 

Coffee Hour --Friday mornings, 10 to Noon 

Community Coffeehouse — at 7pm 
March 2 Fifth Business 
March 30 Pie and Poetry with Sydney Lea, 

Vermont’s Poet Laureate  

Friends of Peacham Library events 
April 27 Flea Market 9 a.m. – noon 

at Peacham Congregational Church 
Don't miss the  

Friends of the Peacham Library Table. 
August 17 PAMFEST ice cream sales 

Peacham Knitters  
Knitters and handcrafters meet the 2nd and 4th 
Mondays at 6:30 for an evening of busy hands 
and chatter. 

Readers’ Delight Book Discussion Group  
3rd Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm 
March 21 Moonstone by Wilkie Collins 
April 19 St Lucy’s Home for Girls Raised by 

Wolves by Karen Russell 
May 16 Hare with the Amber Eyes by 

Edmund deWaal 

Summer Reading Program -- “Dig Into Reading”    
June 4th, 10am , Kickoff event – Gary 
Dulabaum, at Peacham Elementary School,  
Watch for details of more activities 

Summer Series – Dig Into Gardening 
July 8, 7pm -- Henry Homeyer (Annual 
meeting) 
TBA -- Other topics may include Landscape 
Design, Master Gardening and Composting;  

Tech Night – 3rd Mondays at 7pm 
March 18th Questions and answers 

Tuesday Theatre--3rd Tuesday of the month at 
1:15 pm 

March 19 “Trouble with the Curve” 
April 16 “State Fair” 
May 21 “Les Misérables” 
June 18 “Lincoln”

 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B005S9EK5Y/ref=ox_sc_sfl_title_5?ie=UTF8&psc=1&smid=ATVPDKIKX0DER

